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Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Oct. 7 

There’s no question in my mind we face 
challenges as a nation. But there’s no ques-
tion in my mind we can overcome them. 
After all, this is the finest nation, the great-
est nation, on the face of the Earth. 

Thanks for coming to help John. May 
God bless you all, and may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in 
the Expo Center of New Hampshire at the 
Holiday Inn Manchester. In his remarks, he 
referred to Kitty Sununu, wife of Represent-
ative Sununu; Kathleen MacLellan Gregg, 

wife of Representative Gregg; Texas Su-
preme Court Justice Priscilla Owen, whose 
nomination to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
Fifth Circuit failed on September 5 when the 
Senate Judiciary Committee refused to send 
it forward for a vote by the Senate; Miguel 
A. Estrada, nominee to be U.S. Circuit Judge 
for the District of Columbia Circuit; Ramzi 
bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected 
of helping to plan the September 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks, who was captured in Kara-
chi, Pakistan; and President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq. 

Statement on the Sniper Attacks in the Greater Washington Area 
October 7, 2002 

In recent days we have witnessed a series 
of cowardly and senseless acts of violence 
in the greater Washington area. I have 
committed Federal resources to support the 
local law enforcement agencies that are in 
charge of the investigation, including FBI 
profiling experts and ballistics analysts from 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Fire-
arms. 

I have also directed the Departments of 
Education and Health and Human Services 

to assist the students, teachers, and families 
affected by the violence by providing coun-
seling and other community health services. 

I applaud the State and local law en-
forcement officials who are working around 
the clock to help solve these heinous crimes 
and protect our citizens. Laura and I send 
our thoughts and prayers to the victims and 
their families. 

Address to the Nation on Iraq From Cincinnati, Ohio 
October 7, 2002 

Thank you all. Thank you for that very 
gracious and warm Cincinnati welcome. I’m 
honored to be here tonight. I appreciate 
you all coming. 

Tonight I want to take a few minutes 
to discuss a grave threat to peace and 
America’s determination to lead the world 
in confronting that threat. 

The threat comes from Iraq. It arises 
directly from the Iraqi regime’s own ac-
tions—its history of aggression and its drive 

toward an arsenal of terror. Eleven years 
ago, as a condition for ending the Persian 
Gulf war, the Iraqi regime was required 
to destroy its weapons of mass destruction, 
to cease all development of such weapons, 
and to stop all support for terrorist groups. 
The Iraqi regime has violated all of those 
obligations. It possesses and produces 
chemical and biological weapons. It is seek-
ing nuclear weapons. It has given shelter 
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